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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is responsive to the Applicant's Response filed on 
1 2/7/05. Claims 1 4, 1 5 and 20-40 are currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 14, 15, 20-28, 30-35, 37-40are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Uchida (6,161,026), newly-cited. 

-Regarding to claims 14 and 37, see figures 1 , 2, 3a and 3b, and col. 3, 
line 50 to col. 6, line 30, Uchida discloses a method and associated system (see 
figure 1) comprises: 

a user input comprising a key(lO) having a first function of 
performing a shortcut to a predetermined menu (ALARM SETTING) when the 
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device is in a first state (WAITING STATE (CLOCK DISPLAY)) (see (SCREEN A, 
SCREEN B) of figure 3A) and a second function of getting back to the first state 
and displaying (CLOCK DISPLAY) when the device is not in the first state (see 
(SCREEN I, CLOCK DISPLAY) of figure 3B) ; 

a processor (including (3, 9)) for determining the state of the device and 
for performing the first function in response to a first mode (MENU SELECTION 
MODE) of operation of the key (see figures 1 and 2, col. 3, line 65 to col. 4, line 
1 0, col. 4, line 65 to col. 5, line 1 3); and 

wherein the second function is a change of state of the device to the first 
state (see (SCREEN I, CLOCK DISPLAY) of figure 3B), and the predetermined menu 
comprises a list of first level menu items (e.g., SE ALARM, etc.). 

-Regarding to claim 1 5, Uchlda discloses that the first state Is an idle 
state (WAITING STATE) (see (SCREEN A) of figure 3A ). 

-Regarding to claims 20 and 34, Uchida discloses that the first level 
menu items include settings (see (SCREEN B) of figure 2A). 
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-Regarding to claim 21 , Uchida discloses that the predetermined menu 
comprises a second level menu (e.g., (SET TIMER) (see (SCREEN B) of figure 3A)). 

-Regarding to claim 22, Uchida discloses that the predetermine menu 
comprises a second level menu (e.g., (SET TIMER) (see (SCREEN B) of figure 3A)). 

-Regarding to claims 23, 32 and 33, Uchida discloses that the key has a 
third function (e.g. ALERT SETTING, (see (SCREEN E) of figure 3B) and the processor 
performs the third function in response to a second mode (MENU SETTING MODE) 
of operation of the key (see figures 2 and 3B). 

-Regarding to claim 24, Uchida discloses that the third function is 
associated with a second state (e.g., (MENU SETTING MODE (A UTOMATIC SCROLL 
OF MENU SCREEN), (see figure 2))) of the device; the key has a fourth function of 
determining a selection associated with a third state (e.g., (DETERMINATION OF 
MENU), (see figure 2)) of the device; and the processor performs third or fourth 
functions in response to the second mode of operation of the key, depending 
upon a state of the device (see figures 2 and 3B). 
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-Regarding to claims 25 and 26, Uchida discloses that the processor 
determines the mode of operation of the key by a duration of operation (see col. 
4, lines 12-27). 

-Regarding to claims 27 and 28, Uchida discloses that the first mode of 
operation has a duration less than a predetermined threshold (see col. 4, lines 1 2- 
27). 

-Regarding to claim 30, Uchida discloses that one of the function is to 
turn or switch off current thru the switch (1 0) of the device (see figure 1). 

-Regarding to claim 31 , Uchida discloses that the system is a radio call 
receiver device (see col. 3, lines 44-46). 

-Regarding to claim 35, Uchida discloses that the key Is provided by a 
position of switch (1 0) as a multi-positional device (see figure 1 ). 

-Regarding to claim 38, as similar applied to claims 1 4 and 37, see 
figures 1 , 2, 3a and 3b, and col. 3, line 50 to col. 6, line 30, Uchida discloses a 
computer program comprising program instructions for operation of a portable 
device and the computer program being stored in (9) when loaded onto a 
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processor (including (3)), causing tlie processor to perform a method (see col. 4, 
lines 7-10) wherein the method (see figure 1) performing: 

step (11 ) of detecting actuation of a user input comprising a key (1 0) having 
a first function of performing a shortcut to a predetermined menu (ALARM 
SETTING) when the device is in a first state (WAITING STATE (CLOCK DISPLAY)) (see 
(SCREEN A, SCREEN B) of figure 3A) and a second function of getting back to the 
first state and displaying (CLOCK DISPLAY) when the device is not In the first state 
(see (SCREEN I, CLOCK DISPLAY) of figure 3B); 

step (3) of determining the state of the device (see figures 1 and 2, col. 3, 
line 65 to col. 4, line 1 0, col. 4, line 65 to col. 5, line 1 3); 

step (3) of selecting one of the first function and the second function In 
accordance with the determined state of the device (see figures 1 and 2, col. 3, 
line 65 to col. 4, line 1 0, col. 4, line 65 to col. 5, line 1 3); and 

step (3) of performing the selected function (e.g., the first function) In 
response to a first mode (MENU SELECTION MODE) of operation of the key (see 
figures 1 and 2, col. 3, line 65 to col. 4, line 10, col. 4, line 65 to col. 5, line 
1 3); and 
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wherein the second function of the user is input is a change of state of 
the device to the first state (see (SCREEN I, CLOCK DISPLAY) of figure 3B), and 
the predetermined menu comprises a list of first level menu items (e.g., SET 
ALARM, etc.).. 

-Regarding to claim 39, Uchida discloses a physical entity (9) 
embodying the computer program (see col. 4, lines 7-10). 

-Regarding to claim 40, in Uchida, a variable electrical signal is 
Inherently included for carrying the computer program to the processor 
when being loaded from to (9) to the processor (see (see col. 4, lines 7-1 0)). 
The variable electrical signal can be called as an electromagnetic carrier 
signal. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
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would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner In which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 29 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Uchida. 

-Regarding to claim 29, Uchida does not disclose that the key is a button. 
However, Uchida discloses that the key is a switch (10) (see figure 1). 
Implementing a witch with a button for easily being operated by a user is well- 
known in the art, and the examiner takes Official Notice. It would have been 
obvious for a person skilled in the art to implement witch (1 0) with a button for 
easily being operated by a user. 

-Regarding to claim 36, Uchida does not disclose that switch (10) (see 
figure 1) as a multi-positional device Is a joystick. Implementing a multi- 
positional device with a joystick for easily being operated by a user is well- 
known in the art, and the examiner takes Official Notice. It would have been 
obvious for a person skilled in the art to implement Uchida multi-positional 
device with a joystick for easily being operated by a user. 
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Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments, filed on 1 2/7/05, have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Sanh D. Phu whose telephone number 
is (571)272-7857. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th from 7:00- 
1 7:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Doris To can be reached on (571) 272-7629. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7- 
9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 
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